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iTTLL OF RTGIITS SPb]Þ]CH

f lrTiìilDUcTÏoli

I a¡ acivocattnÍ{ ilrat il-le rl.ryhl to death lre lnclrrrled l-n th.e revlsfon
of tlre lloritana Constltutlon.

I',efore I f¿;o $n:\t farther, T- tvould ltke to toueh on semA'ntics'

1,.1ìr.en T ..'¡r"ote tlre Op€n lette'r tO the nel.tlsflApers ' and t:ltlen I r¡rote
ttre i:ersonal lette¡r-i to yorr (loirstltutton Conventlon lielefiates, I ttsecl
the rlxÐresr¡;1ori, ttfr. r.J.g|rt to d,eatliu', Since then f have been questloned
ahout cutjtatra'.ii-a and merey l<1,]Iln¡i. And trecâl.lse of thts, I.þave haci to
elari:î;r ¡t:.Ì Lirinì,ilng. ilec.x,uere, evern to me. the expresnlon ';merey ÌilItlnq'
corrnotäs; i;olnetrrln¡¡ <lone to a ïîerson whetkrer kre wants 1t or not"
iutharasia cloes tðo, ta a les,ier de¡1ree. And even the rrrorcl 'cleatl.r'

co*'ote+s 1en;: of a volurrtary ¿rct bhán r,rhat I am aclvoeatlnr the rlght for'
T'Or cls:ath comcÍl to solcl1crs 1n the prl-me Of 11fe, to :/ounßSters, miclclle-
efTeeg, rìttd everÌ $enior cltlzen,e appanently !n vltal health' T'ÌreSe deaths
are not v¡elcorn¿ to an)/one.

/ìctual1¡¡. I am ¿lclvoCalínr.'; tt\'o r1-.¡1þts tre Hlven uS. Tfre seconcl onç:

1s contJ-n1::ent uJ:on one I ii l-lsLr of the flt flnst '

I'hat T an,,,¡orklnÉI for ls that everl/ persoll sha1l have the rfgirt to
detern,l.ne, ba.rrln¡: acctclent, tbe manner of hJ.s dylnSl' And ttren, I an

advocatlrrrr; the inrn rj.tgirb tó rnake it .leqa1 , l-f he deslres this t:/Þe of
dea¡r, for a per$on to vecelve a qutek ancl ear:y nLedlcabed cleatb sontel¡ot'r.

I shall tr,y ta rerLer,,-¡.lier to spea.k of thls Jlron now on as the 'rlr'Ìrt
to iiTr:'. pr¡cl you st'1a.11 keep 1n mlntl tha.t ivlren I speak of'the rinht to
d¡,e, f mean ¡-rårt a.11 porsoni shall ha.ve tiie ri'¡ht to choose whether or
notthe:rcie;:ii.retoontforaclufcka,ncleasymecilcated<leathwhenthelr
tlnte coìhes to-cl1e, ¿n¡ 1f they do 5o eìroorle" the:¡ shal1 be ¡41ven'1e¡ls']f'y'
tt¡at tlt¡atÌ-. 1n lreâ.ce, a-nd t','1th dl-s;nlt:l '

iio rnuclt for the semantics -

I attc;,i Lli',i lll.r i ' ri l¡ r;' i'-\l'y ; i 'i ì

o¡gìnat document hr;i'J ry th: iviu:'i?il'r
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I^JCJRDTÌfG'fH}T NICÍIT

l arn not nearly aB clêver as I v¡ould I1ke to l¡e, hut lf 55reat and
concentrate,l thougì'rt and effort p;lve one arìy clualificatlons, I should be
qualLfled to make e suggestlon as to the proper wordlng to use 1n the
8111 of iì j-tchts of the Constltution to grant thls "rlgftt to dle " for
whlclr ï a¡n flfqhtlng. ,yl^t.(

I sugpiest that j.t be stated ttrat, "Ilvery cltlzen^be allov¡eC to
choo,se the rranner 1n whlch h(d dlee . r' Perlod. That siroul-d be enough.

Common sense v¡clulcl cilclate exee¡rtlons. Ancl T pray that ite l:rave
not rea.eherl such a clvÍIlzecl sEaF;ê that hle no longer possess Dor use,
eommon sense I=1äED

Peonle who bel-1eve <ieat]: shnukl be tl:e u$ly, rìegrad1n,ii, tortuous
procer-Iure I- hav9ffi{ways seen 1t to be coulci. l-re protected uncter thie
wordfng of the right. lllheV would 'choose" a natur&l death.

Comnon Êense vroultl seem to lncilcate that, lf we hacl tl:le rlprht
p:J.ven us by ttlls wcrrcllng, that people like m:y fatner anrl ne could then
at Least fJ.¡rC some rj.oetor rr'Ìro would 'I"''LL us r¡rhj.ch of ou¡ ¡nerdlelnes, and
how mueir ¡re could take 1n orcler to df.e easlly, r'¡lth dignlty, and t^Jlth
our love.;] one¡; arounrl us.

ì,, I !:t ''(t. a.0

, ,i ii ;- -trri'rili i'l¿jr: l,i/ the
!l - ,..-

eL'ri /-i;Llr,iúr,w
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T ma.l-nta.i.n that tltls
rlr-rht. for -1t oertafns to

^LI, 
lililn LI\¡ll " .4.L.1,Ð DÏll

r:l.ght to dle should be a. ConstJ-tutlonal
all of us. ¡11 of uB ¡,vho Ilve t¡111 also d1e.

ilf e 1s the largel;t of all
teachers, ., Iaborers , c1<:r!': s 

"

manner of our ci:¡in'i;.
nart of ltfe tirat co¡ile* t
that we shoulrl be
crylnri out to you for

líö. J f.' corr$tltutlonal r1l.:hts are aequired because tlre¡l telate
unlversally to all cl tl zenr, ancl tleeause the'¡7 toal,<e all- 1ivc.'i safe r anti
haÌrpl-er. as f u,nclerstanrl the purpoo.e of a con$titutlon of stctte' or
natlon to Ðt--, tjren thls 11g1rt to d1e certa,ln1¡; q.ualiflei; for lnclusi.on
1n tT;e Iìf :l.l- of ;lJ.r:;hts of tiie rovlsed i'.Ëontana Constltutto¡t.

A1so, I helieve th,rt i-,asl-elrll-y, due to protection ¡i1ven lts [-,V our
Constltutlon:, anC l,y 1ep.::LsLatlve statutes, all of us have tne r1Ê:irt to
choost-' ','rlìat irart of the coun+;rl¡ l'¡e wl11 1l-ve 1n, what rellrllor i're I'i111
cl.snOugi(l j ,il..at t:¡nr: of 11fe's lvOl"k tte r'rlI1 adont, ttltere l'¡e r,,:-i11 rJo Our
purcliasi:lr- e tc. tlJ.reltnstairoes ñ,íil arctate many of our cholces, of
coursr:. l-rut. hasJ,e¿r.11y, rlue to our Const-í-tuttonr'; ancl lai'¡s, we have the
r1¡gitt to eÌ'ioOse fn tiiese, anrl ln man:1 otiier areaË of our l1Ves.

'I'hls iir:ou.n for wltorn l- seel^l the :lj-iiht to
Dos$1ble f¡roupr: , lncluc1tnÍ farm,ens, 1a-'nlyers,
sturlents, tiiR rj.elt, ttte lloor cver-vone.

ßut, ire cio not have the right to choo,çe the
ê.ncj yct ever:/ one of uß tc1l1 clle! In thls flual
to all of us, tgs have no irnotectlon. I maintain
nrr:tecterJ. "'ian.'¡ otiieri¡ feel as -T do. Ancl we a.re
tjle Consti tut.lona1 rlgì:rL to tÌr1s nrotection.

or
llhe
VIe
to
the

iiihether tire,{roup rr¡fro rvill then opt to use ti¡e rlg,ht 1s a. naJorlb¡¡
a rnlnorltt' t¡ìrouf:, tre deservE: the Coustitutlonal nroteetlon to do so '
rlqht to l1fr: j.s Droteeted by both state and natlonal con,stJ"tutlone.

feel r,;e l:ave the natural.-born rl"qht to mai(e tire declsl.on oursclves as
the manner of our dylnrr. r¡ie neerl tile Oonstltutlonal protectlon for
rl-aht to cll.e.

, ¿i,:. ; I'i',1ì¡ I' a tt,i¡ CC

ol'i.;_inzti ri,;crLnre nt lrcid ity the
.''-. ¡.- ô u^¡ i!'^^

-(âlU /1i Lli¡kËJ.

py crÍ ait
fu'lcntan¿
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C}IA¡IG-TN G COi.IDTTIOIV-1

One oJl tl.e reaÍions ¿rcìvancecl for the need to revlse ttre l'orlt.ana
Constlt,ut:i6¡ i.s tliei lr.?€:Bt cìranl1:r,; in conclltJ-ons surrounclllrf,, us;J.nce
the C,oirst j-f t.r'r;.1s¡¡ rvâ,s dra'flteil anrl a.ciopte'.ì so tltany J¡(?ars a[t,o.

I l:e1Ír.:ve th¿rt 3fl 1r{11. â.Eì11Èe that tbe fÍe1,1 of rneclÍcJ-ne ire¡: c}ran.1ed
¿neat1:/ in tirc last ti0 :'/eat:s' vii11 alrjrer-ì tirat a nruc'h Ia.rger Jrercenta.,--re
i.rf the ro¡u1atj.on is 1ivlnq lnto ¡lrc-:at atte anC Trii"IlìlrlI'-L'Y tliatl ciÌir &,1

yearç a!',o r rrj l.L a?',ree tr'rab nä-ny neonle have 11vr-:cl rnanl/ goor-i \l'ears
hecausr-. of nìrnís lnterflcr€rnce ì-rv tiecìl eaI rrroced-ur€s I that tìre Ð.i'ìet of
peonlo f1-1I16:; our cemetarJ-er¡ nor,i have J.ncreased ¡rcat11' over tlte 5.Êlcrl

of tlrosc -,/rìo oll<,d ¡nd. f111eo- tIe cemebarlcs í]O :ieA'Ys A.i:,o.

At the ti.nl tirc ïrrontana. Sltate Constitutlon t'¡Ð.s clraftÊci " Ìrr)l'.i rn.an.v

peoÞ1e cxlsteci j-rr rest irorrrcÍ:, eompletely cleirendenb on otllcrlf for tlieJ-r
everli . "r'¡1,,-lc 

tlee tl. b14 öT llttle?

-l- clon tt riåvrì tìlc anst.ic:t1, lru-t l.:llen -T, l.¡as younF;, r{hl eii r{í};) nob {ìlulte
t?iat far bacl'" r:vrln, f rlo not rernemb€rr 4nl/ nest irones'

It Ls n1,,, contentlo¡ tliat l-n t,lose earl-1er tf r,,re s. far, får.r fe'"ier
;ieo¡rfs reaclietl the AG'' OIr .'j,-.ifj0îll-l ili.lPllr'lill:ìllÜil. 'lnlrÐ.t far, fa.r fe';'iå1" people
then lJvecl- 1on¿-; enr:u,r1li to reacir tlre eon<lltlon vrherr¡ .]ust onel nlor.: lllnr:ss
o¡- 1n,1u::¡l 1.¡asi fiorflet:rJ-n6, tir,:.:;7 CoU1tl not euclUre r'¡1th anr¡ honÊ of e\¡9r
rc¡1aJ-nini¡'¡j.¿l.i' 11it:f .

I affirnr t.irat the circumstances clf oun Llvlng have cìrâ.n¡,e<1 so muclt
tÌlat rlan\/, ¡rall:y neople c'[esJre tlrc rf¡';ht to choose an eas.V rleath. ''['Ïtef
tilr.:iï' nuri-li¡er.-r l':-t1l- lncr'ease, '.i'hat tìie./ wl-11 neecl ass;1.ctance 1n encllni;
tlrc:1r 11.ve$'LIijen tjre:¡'vish to tl:le afirl are no loni¡et'able t'o Ju;ttl off a
brtdl,,e or ljroot tlrcmselv.:s. Ancl tirat j.t j.s the natural Lrorn rf iht of
all Þeofile to heve 1,1-:e Constj-tutlonal right to dte ln I)eace a-ntt cl1¡:;n1'Ly

1f tì-r*l/ 5o c1e:;lre.

¡ aliûst inat tiii; is a true copy of an
original document held by the iltlontana
State Arcirives.
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EXAI4PLES
le5 63 Fr

to
I rnalntaln that to glve.lpeople faclng eertaln deathrhefore they could

ever regal.n health, the rlßht to d1e quleklyr easlly, and 1n pe&ce when
they vrant to do soo 1s belng oompa.sslonate, lntellfgent, and humane.
And I afflrm that lt ls å.n acû that God, who gave us all llfe, would
approve of.

l,lay I tell you of my father,
Hene was a man ln hfs 86tn year; a good, proud, e1ean, decent,

klndly and compaõslonate man. He had been lfvlng a halr ahray from death
for the last three years. I{Ís slght, hearlng and speech had falled to
the polnt, that lnstead of lt belng a Joy to see hls frlends, lt was
almost beyond hls endurance. The frustratlon of t¡antlng to cornmunlcate Ithe dlffieulty of trying; and sornetlmes, the total lmposstb1llty of
dofn.E so, were aLmost more than ån5r9¡" coul"d bear. He rr¡alkecl ¡¡1th nuch
dlfflculty, and not over a few haltlng stepa at a tinre, for the last slxyears, And, had noü man tnterferred 1n Godrs apparent plan for hlm, hê
v¡oul_d ha.ve dled 30 years before. But, thanks to manrs lnteLllgenee and
ablllty tn n¡edlcal proeedures, Dad had 3\if{írs of llfe, for wht ctr ne a.ndhls J"oved ones hrere extremely gnateful.

_ I'lorv, after perhaps the 100th a?'=ev Gûft3#LI, somethlng went
I badlir vtrong, and hls hlp r^ras broken. When the x*ràye showed the break,
and the doetor explalned the operatlve trroceclure to eorrect lt, Dad
asked me Lf the rloctor would please glve Ìr1m somethlng to nut hlm to
sLeep nlght then. T d1d not ask the doctor, of course, for even 1f he
had the eornl,)a.sslono the Law would have brandecl hln a murderer had he
consented. Later, wlth IJadts general health deterforatlng, and when he
asked me agaln for p1lIs to put hln to sleep, I asked the doctor whleh
of my mediclnee , and how mueh, I eouLd aLlow Dad to take v¡1th a reasonabl-e
dúl eeftalnty that 1t v¡ould k111 h1m. The doctor wouldn't tell me.

lvly father trarl been a farmer, and he had glven rnerelful death to
anlmals who had been pets and companlons. lIe could not stand to see then
suffer prolonged and aÊionlzlng death when they were severely mutllated,
or dytng of ll1-ness. I{e was compasslonate and merclful. He asked for
the same nercy for hlnseLf.

fnstead, because we lrave no Constltutlonal right to dJ-e, he was
condemned to rnÍsery worge thousancls of times worse ttran the death
and obllvton he has now found. f For B weeks he dled, llttle by llttle,
mlnute by mlnuteo day by day. For ll0 OìtrE, by denylng hlm deatlr rrrhen he
clenlred lt, GAVE HIr{ LI!'Ë. T repeat. I'I0 ONE, BY DE}lYINCI liÏÌ'r D,ïjATII, Gl\Virl
lTÏri LfFFi. Ile r.ras Just danled a release from tlre sufferlng and torture
whlch he knertr, ând we knew, and the doctor knew ha faced.

IIe, u¡ho had been a man, was reduced to less than a babyl FIe, vlho
had alvrays treen so neat, elean, and metlculous, rvound up dlapered all thoge
weeks heeause tre oould not ask for heln, and was messlng and wettLng
hlmself anrl his T:eddlng. IIe, who had been lndependenü for alL these
yearË, vla$ recluced to belng tended l1ke a baby, only wlthout the babyts
abl11ty to 1et hls tenders know that he needed help.



RXAI'IPLES,, Cont 'd. 5B

I r,¿ould tlke to ltnow hovr nnany of ¡rou have spent at l-east 7 hours
tendlng a lovetl one fn the flnal 24 hours of hls "natural death". Have
YlL vrlfed the et¡es tlrat rvlll not elose, and that look as though they had
LE-VE6 closed in over 85 years slne they opened on the vrorld? Have p}
struggled wlth :y'our own l:reathlnl:, tqrlng unconsclously to helo-nlP
lanolãd gasps uilrich came nearly as fast as your own pulse beats? Have
y.ou wlped tfre thlcko choklng mucous out of the mouth that f1lled agaln
nErty'as fast a8 yóu ol'eansed it? Have v-Q!r trlad to keep the drvr ory
I1ps molstenecl and eleaneCl of the stlcky rnucous? Have yo.u watehed the
frâff hands for slgn,s of dlstressr'nhen that was the only move the dylnE
nerson could even ãttemot? Have rep. l1fted and turned h1m, then, tlme
after tlme, and knov¡n that for a few nornents you had ease<l hle dylng?
Anrl have ¡/ot¡, thenu rebelled at a system where thls barbarlc sufferlng
vras eal1ed necessary, because unfeeltng and untntaginatJ.ve men declare
that God wlLl"ed It?

If l/ou IIAVE gone through thls ex-r;er1ence, or 1f you havê the empsthy
to l.clentify ivlth ihose r.,¡ho have, can you deny that a pers6¡ 1'vþ6 _r'râs tn
the shape lf,at my father was 1n when he flrst asked for a merelful, qulek
an<l easy death witfr f,ts famlly 1n attendence, should be allowed to have l"t?

Have you ever spent even I houns ln a rest home ' as r asked you to
do ln m¡r tätter, and then trled to put yourself or a loved one 1n the
sltuatlbn of those Door old people who cannot read, or even exehange
ldeas anci vlslt, but only exl"st every seeond of the 24 hours of everry
lntermJ-nab1e Aaú, da:r' after da,y, achlng and palnlng and des¡ralrlng and
rqlshlnp, to Goct theY l'Iere dead I

I'eople have salcl to ñê, "Oh, you ean alvrays shoot yourself , Ju¡np
off a trrldg-reo op dnlve off á e11íf." But thls ls far, far_from tnue, end
only shows-that they have never really eonsidered the problem, One

would have to shortän hls llfe by many, many years to FìNSUHE belnq able
to do thls, Änd most of us want to dral-n evetly socond we ean from ltfe
unt1l it beeones absolutely unbearahle anrl then tt 1s too late, as
our t/lldd numerous, ftlled-up rest homês testlfy. so, åtrv of you who 

^y'^_.,thlnk one can. alwayá eommlt sulel-de 1f he w!-shes, wlthout any help , húd '///zî]i'¿1

b#€{e neallze tlrts Just lsnrt so.

Lt had been 6 ¡reare slnce my Dad drove, aî had a car to drlve 1n.
So he coulclntt posslbly drlve off a ellff, oF drlve to a brld$e to fall
off of. It had been 4 yea.rs slnee he eould strugggle up the stalns to
where the guns vrere kept. Anrl he could not see to ftnd a key, nor had
he the agfflty to uße lt, lf he should chançe upon lt. He eould not
turn on tfte e;âs , Thene was none. And he, and hls farnll-y , had the
reasonably credlble hope that he vroul-d go to sleep 1n hls bed. ln eomfort
and peaee, and Just not v¡al<e up. It ¡ras not to be. Ancl ft ls often
not to be wlth our PeoPle.

Also, I,arould ask of people who suggest these methods of sulelde,
j'llow nany of you have experLencecl thls tragedy 1n your famlly"? A

d.octor ú Btlllngs rvrote, tha.t 1f we hi d tkrls rf ght, T should be ex-
ecutloner an<l Bo around úne state wlth SHOTGUII or 30.06 ancl ¡Ïroot the
poor ctylng uoul" v¡ho had the dúÃúÉllfll audaef-ty to ask fon a qulck and
ea.sy ¿isnlffed. cteath. . For hlmo and a.11 others v¡ho suggeot that those of
us i,rno wf sf, for the legal rl-ght to an ea.sy death, should shoot ourselves,
I r+lsh they had been the ones to walk ln on my ooudln, Johnny, whlle thc
blood sülli gushed and gurgled fron_hle alno¡t headleas body, lnsücad of
lt belng hlg-horrlfted wlfe who dtdl
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For allyone trlro lras ever st:ot a i".loodchuck, rabblto squirrel, porcuplnet
or deer, thle methocl of sulcLde lacks appeal as belng a peaceful and
dlgnlfied deattr, &nd sonrethlng to he attencled lry onef s fanllyl

Iiowever, do you den¡¡ that lt ls n¡erclful to glve animals a qufcli'
¡rainless dc+ath when tirey ane surely dyi''ng,T Do yot¡ call vetcrlnarlans
murderens? Ilow do you know these anlrnals have åny less sou] to lnterest
God, than man? Do you neally belleve that Ood, who glves l1fe to all
llving e reetures, trants to see the trurnan anlmal suffen neecllessly when
lie fs sunely dylng? Do you belfeve that God snlles on mantt lntelllgence
'r,¡hen he devlses methods to pnolong llfe and ¡oa}<e lt better? Do you
really helleve þlnat Gori does not lntend for hls chlldren to use tlreln
cornr)asslon, thelr empatlry, and thelr humanlty as well as thelr lntelllgence?

T. belleve that Goci, r*rho gave us all ál l1fe, lntends for us to use
l{ls glfts to lrnprove the q-gqL$.V of all llfe. And that lntprovement
lncludes makJnÊ dylng., r^¡hen the tlrne of death comes, &s a,q5reeable to the
one dolng tìre dylnß as ls po,eslble 1n accondance wltt¡ hls .'rlshest

Fon any of you who thlnk t,ermlnal lllnesses ane usually short" let
me remlnrl ,yóu tnàt to the ene doln¿ç the dylng, a r¡erlod of B t'¡eeks ls
not shont t lllhat I Oays ls noü short I 'Ihose people vrhom I knew lú/,¿þ1É
rvhen I wae an aJ-de 1n the hosp1tal, and who dled then, suffered, and
the:¡ suffered much too longn and donrt Let anyone kld you. Doctors åre
not with the patlents vrho are dylng' They see them twlce a day., for a
feru mlnutes. i"ìunses are not wlth the dying. They brlng the¡n medlclne
and help ln thelr care on an eight hour shlft, 'l'he aldes åalte care
of the rratlente and try to rnalre tirem comfortable.-.-a1so ort I frour sirlfts,
and earlng for several patlent'Ár. But, the person ciolng the dylng 1s
d:rlng every second of every 24 l¡ours of every clay and it 1s not short I

My fatherts dylng uras not shontl And no one wtro wlshes to go to slee¡>
pormÊnentlvr qulok}y, &nd freeoefully when he ls dylng, should be
eondernned to enclure the torüure of dylng for one houn lon¡4er than he
v¡lshes,

f'oo , donrt let cl.oetors fool you lnto beÌlevlng ttrey keep the dylng
eomfortable. lthey can keep the paln down to where one doesn't scream ln
agony. Flut the dylng suffer constant acheB , palns , mlserles n fndlgnltles t
fnustratlon, and enclless, eternal dlscomfort. Ae{r--I have heard tlre,
tortured ho1lerlng to the best of thelr abJ.Ilty',btfffiest homes, or 'lÁ¡¿'i
rnoanlng ancl groanfne;. Comfortable people do not do tirese titin6s.

llo one can convlnce me thaü the dylng are ltept comfortable. In the
first p1ace, lt ls lmposslble to keep oomfortable a person who can not
move of hls own vlolLtfon. I have worked too long ln a hospltal. and
spent too many houra sufferlng wtth lnrmoblLlzed and helpless patlents 

'anrl I have ¡¡pent too many bedrldden months myself to let anyone try to
tell ne the dyln¡q ean be kent comfontable whlle bednldden or tled to a
chalr..

Llnfortunately, the d¡rlng can not tell you any of thls. tlnfortunately
they cannet eome baclc ln strudy health to flght for the rl6hts of the
C.ylng. llnfortrrnate]y too few people expenlenee second-lrandly the long,
mlserable, palnful, fnustnatlon of nabural dylng. tlnfortunately too few
people have the onßpathy to feeL the sufferlng of another.

If you thfnk I am taklng a lot_on mysglf to ftght -fon ttre rlgbtg of
ttre dylnä-- Vou ànà tÈght. Ï an, ft |e-tlnc soneoñe dld. J.F.
,4t/, "---"'.i.-. t1 .,.)^ y''+-,/-.,,'--/ t--J/ gl. r/¡,ñ^o..--!-, ,/" â-7r184ry'
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